The Synagogue Set-up (Mark 3:1-5) 
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Intro: I want you to see the folly of the folly of the Pharisees and 
see to what levels their religious tradition was causing them to 
sing and also see the love and reason of purely following the 
example of Christ. 

1) if a wall fell on anyone, enough rubble was allowed to be 
cleared away to see whether the person was dead or alive. If 
he were alive he might be helped, and if he were dead the 
body had to stay there another day. A fracture could not be 
attended to, it wasn't life-threatening, and you couldn't even 
pour cold water on it - a sprained ankle or hand - in order to 
relieve it; that was work. A cut on your finger, if it was 
bleeding severely, might be bandaged with a plain bandage, 
but you weren't allowed to put any ointment on it. When you 
put ointment on it that was work. Therefore, at most, an injury 
could be kept from getting worse, that was the mentality - 
keep life-threatening things from getting worse, but don't 
make them any better. 

2) He wanted to challenge them, He wanted to expose their 
legalistic traditions that were binding and destroying them. 
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1) one author writes... they would rather protect their 
religious traditions than see this poor man healed - that 

makes Jesus angry! 
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